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A shor t h i s tor ica l o u t l i n e of t h e d e v e l o p m e n t of t h e m i n e r a l i n d u s t r y in C a n a d a 

is given a t p p . 309-310 of t h e 1939 Y e a r B o o k a n d a spec ia l a r t i c l e on t h e D e v e l o p ­

m e n t of C a n a d a ' s M i n e r a l R e s o u r c e s in R e l a t i o n t o t h e W a r Effor t , so fa r a s t h a t 

deve lopmen t h a d t a k e n p l a c e b y t h e m i d d l e of 1940, a p p e a r s a t p p . 289-309 of t h e 

1940 edi t ion. A n ar t ic le on t h e O u t l o o k for t h e M i n e r a l I n d u s t r y in R e l a t i o n t o t h e 

Economic D e v e l o p m e n t of C a n a d a is g iven a t p p . 302-314 of t h e 1946 ed i t i on . 

T H E I R O N - O R E R E S O U R C E S O F T H E Q U E B E C - L A B R A D O R R E G I O N f 

A b s t r a c t 

T h e i ron-ore pos i t ion in C a n a d a c h a n g e d r a d i c a l l y d u r i n g t h e l a s t d e c a d e . 

There are n o w t h r e e wel l -es tab l i shed i ron m i n e s , t w o in O n t a r i o a n d one in N e w ­

foundland . A v a s t n e w ore field is u n d e r d e v e l o p m e n t in L a b r a d o r , t h e m a i n 

fea tures of which , a s i t s t a n d s a t p r e s e n t , a r e as fo l lows :— 

A major iron-ore field has been demons t ra ted in t h e central par t of t h e Lab rado r 
peninsula, wi th an initial reserve of 300,000,000 tons of high-grade ore. T h e general 
geological features indicate t h a t a much greater tonnage will be found as surface 
prospecting and drilling proceed. 
Operating conditions are favourable for about six m o n t h s of t h e year . T h e slight 
overburden, good drainage and favourable hydro-electr ic supply will keep operating 
costs a t a min imum. 
Present agreements wi th t h e governments specify royal t ies and taxes t h a t are 
modera te . 
Rai lway transportation to the coast a t Seven Is lands has been e s t ima ted b y t h e 
Labrador Mining and Exploration Company a t one-half cent per ton-mile ($1-75 
per ton) . Por t conditions are favourable. 
There will be a comparat ively small m a r k e t on the Atlant ic coast, and a possible 
small marke t in Grea t Bri ta in and Belgium. T h e main m a r k e t is considered to 
be in the area centering round P i t t sburgh where most of the initial 10,000,000 tons 
a year will have to be sold. I t m a y be possible to ship profi tably b y rail to th i s 
area from t h e ports of Montreal and Bal t imore . Construction of the St . Lawrence 
Deep Waterway will p robably ensure a profitable m a r k e t in t h e area now served 
by the Lake Superior ores. 
T h e Labrador field is capable of augmenting t h e supply of Lake ores and thus 
prolonging the life of the natural ore mines of t h e Lake Superior d is t r ic t . I t is 
also capable of providing a rapidly expanded supply of ore to meet an emergency 
—a function the Lake Superior pits have twice performed, bu t m a y not be capable 
of fulfilling a th i rd t ime . 

* Except where otherwise noted, this Chapter has been revised in the Mining, Metallurgical and 
Chemical Section, Industry and Merchandising Division, Dominion Bureau of Statistics. 

t Prepared by W. M. Goodwin, Bureau of Mines, Ottawa, and published with the permission of the 
Director, Mines, Forests and Scientific Services Branch, Department of Mines and Resources, Ottawa. 
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